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BOROUGH  OF  BEXHILL 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  : 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  H.  Goodwin. 
Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  Mrs.  J.  O.  Alexander. 


His  Worship  the  Mayor 
(Mr.  Alderman  C.  Pycroft,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  J.P.) 

Mr.  Alderman  A.  Ashby,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  J.  Baker. 

,,  R.  F.  Bolting. 

Councillor  Mrs.  P.  M.  Burrell. 

Miss  A.  F.  Clanton. 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  B.  Coghlan. 

,,  A.  E.  Finch. 

STAFF 

M edical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  J.  Toleman,  M.B.E.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  H.  Ball,  Cert.  S.FB.,  M.S.LA. 

Second  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

C.  E.  Lockley,  M.R.S.F,  Cert.  S.FB. 

Disinfecting  Officer  and  General  Assistant  : 

G.  Chalmers. 

Rodent  Operator  : 

J.  L.  Harris  (Left  July,  1949). 

A.  E.  Hatch  (Appointed  October,  1949). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Bexhill  Nursing  Association  and  East  Sussex  County  Council  : 

M.  & C.W.  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics — L.  M.  Rhodes-Cloone\ 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S 
L.R.C.P. 
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Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  : 

Bexhill  Nursing  Association  and  East  Sussex  County  Council  : 

Miss  F.  G.  Carey,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  O.N.,  H.V. 

Miss  M.  L.  Clark,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  O.N. 

Miss  N.  W.  Spark,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (appointed 

7th  Januar}^  1949). 

Miss  D.  A.  Coxwell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (left  8th  January, 
1949).  ' ' . ' 

Miss  L.  M.  Avery,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  (appointed 
28th  March,  1949). 

Miss  Reed,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  School  Nurse  (appointed 
ist  November,  1949). 

Miss  K.  Trow,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (appointed  i6th  Ma}^ 
1949). 

Miss  M.  Brandish,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  (relief  duties, 
26th  March,  1949  to  ist  April,  1949). 

Miss  K.  V.  Sparks,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (relief  duties, 
26th  June,  1949  to  12th  August,  1949). 

Miss  R.  Raison,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (relief  duties,  21st  August, 

1949,  to  i8th  September,  1949). 

Miss  E.  M.  Hale,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (relief  duties,  31st 
October,  1949,  to  29th  November,  1949). 

Mrs.  C.  Gostage,  S.R.N.  (part-time  relief  duties). 

Mrs.  N.  L.  Fenton,  S.R.N.  (part-time  relief  duties). 

Tuhercitlosis  : 

East  Sus.sex  County  Council  : 

R.  Dingley,  M.A.,  M.I).  (Chest  Physician). 

I'encreat  Diseases: 

Royal  blast  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Hastings  : 

J.  E.  Sclmeider-Green,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.S.(Lond.). 

('Jerks  : 

j.  B.  RofKllioLise  (left  August,  1949). 

b.  A.  II.  VVilsrm  (ap])ointed  October,  1949). 

K.  b'.  Westwood. 

•Miss  N.  W'.  .McEvoy. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OE  BEXHILL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  ^^ar  1949, 
which  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50  of  the  25th  January,  1950. 

Staff 

During  the  year  Mr.  J.  B'.  Roodhouse  (Chief  Clerk  since  November, 
1946)  resigned  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  London  and  Mr.  F.  A.  H. 
Wilson  was  appointed  his  successor  as  from  17th  October,  1949.  Mr. 
Roodhouse  gave  efficient  and  loyal  service  to  the  Department  and  to 
the  Corporation,  and  his  departure  was  a great  loss. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Smith,  General  Duties  Assistant,  left  at  the  end  of  1948 
to  take  up  employment  and  residence  in  Australia  and  he,  too,  was 
loyal  and  conscientious  in  all  his  duties.  His  place  has  been  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  Chalmers  from  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  who  has  proved  a 
worthy  successor. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Harris,  Rodent  Operator,  another  valued  member  of  the 
Department  left  in  September,  1949,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  xA..  E. 
Hatch  from  Hastings  Public  Health  Department  in  October,  1949. 

The  General  Standard  of  Health 

The  general  standard  of  health  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  There  were  no  major  epidemics  and  the 
number  of  notihable  infectious  diseases  fell  from  333  to  216,  mainly 
due  to  marked  drop  in  Whooping  Cough  cases  from  170  to  31,  although 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  numerous  cases  of  Mumps  appeared,  but 
as  it  is  not  notihable,  one  cannot  give  any  accurate  hgures  of  the 
incidence. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  31 1 as  against  314  for  1948, 
giving  a rate  of  11.86  as  against  12. i,  whilst  the  death  rate  likewise 
showed  little  change  being  14.33  as  against  13.9. 

Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are.  Live  Birth  Rate  16.7,  and  Death 
Rate  12.2. 

These  rates  indicate  that  the  population  in  Bexhill  is  composed  of 
a greater  proportion  of  the  higher  age  groups  than  is  the  case  in  the 
country  generally. 

In  Table  5 will  be  found  the  age  groups  at  death  which  is  evidence 
of  the  remarkable  health-giving  properties  of  the  area  and  the  high  state 
of  hygiene. 
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The  population  increased  from  25,820  to  26,230,  which  indicates 
probably  that  accommodation  difficulties  have  tended  to  slow  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  past  few  years  and  that  no  further  marked  change  is  to 
be  expected  until  new  housing  estates  can  be  established  and  building 
restrictions  lifted  generally. 

Infantile  Mortality 

As  there  was  only  one  death  in  children  under  i year  of  age';  the 
rate  fell  from  28.6  per  1,000  live  births  in  1948  to  3.2  in  1949,  which, 
allowing  for  the  comparatively  low  birth  rate,  is  an  astonishing  figure 
and  again  is  indicative  of  the  remarkable  high  standard  of  health  in 
the  Borough.  I cannot  recall  such  a low  figure  in  any  area  during  my 
20  years’  experience  in  Public  Health.  The  comparative  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  during  1949  was  32. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  two  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile 
Paralysis),  both  of  which  recovered  completely,  and  one  case  of  Acute 
Polio-encephalitis  (the  Cerebral  form  of  Infantile  Paralysis),  which 
proved  fatal. 

All  these  cases  were  fully  investigated  and  full  preventive  measures 
taken.  None  of  them  were  found  to  be  related  in  any  way  with  each 
other  or  with  other  cases. 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

Full  details  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector in  the  special  section  under  this  heading. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  all  too  seldom  fully  appre- 
ciated. It  is  only  by  constant  vigilance  and  by  continuous  effort  that 
a high  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  can  be  achieved  and  main- 
tained. Much  of  their  time  is  spent  in  routine  and  special  visits  and  in 
education  work,  e.g.  food  handling,  ice-cream  manufacture,  milk,  water 
and  ice-cream  sampling,  in  addition  to  investigating  complaints, 
nuisances  and  su})crvision  of  caravan  sites. 

'I'heir  labours  arc  at  all  times  unobtrusive  but  efficient,  unspec- 
tacular but  continuous,  and  cannot  be  too  highly  praised  and  valued. 

Housinj^ 

As  stated  in  my  Report  for  last  year,  Housing  remains  a grave 
prfjblem  on  a.  national  scale.  More  houses  are  needed  for  the  young 
marricfl  coujfies,  with  or  without  children,  and  to  encourage  others  to 
get  rnarricfl.  At  [)resent  many  are  living  with  their  families,  or 
,ej)arn,ted.,  or  in  one  or  two  rooms,  and  hardly  a day  goes  by  without 
rra|uf:sts  for  assistance  in  solving  difficulties  which  arc  due  to  accommo- 
dation, or  rather,  the  lack  of  it.  One’s  sympathy  goes  out  to  all  these, 
a , well  as  the  Housing  (Committee  and  the  Housing  Manager  and  his 
taff,  for  j)(,Tff)rming  a thankless  and  difficult  task  with  impartiality. 
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National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Services  in  the 
Borough  and  also  for  the  administration  (other  than  financial  and  tech- 
nical aspects)  of  the  Ambulance  Service  which  is  staffed  by  the  officers 
and  personnel  of  the  Bexhill  Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Statistics  for  both  the  above  services  will  be  found  in  the  appropriate 
Sections  of  this  Report,  but  it  should  be  stated  here  that,  thanks  to  the 
Medical  Practitioners  in  Bexhill,  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Service 
is  most  efficient,  and  the  fact  that  there  have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
for  three  years  is  a sufficient  tribute  to  its  value.  Vaccination  figures 
are  extremely  low  and  it  is  the  experience  of  most  authorities  that 
unless  Smallpox  cases  occur  in  a given  area,  this  state  of  affairs 
necessarily  follows. 

The  Ambulance  Service,  too,  has  been  widely  used  and  is  extremely 
efficiently  staffed  and  run,  as  indicated  by  numerous  letters  of  apprecia- 
tion received  from  grateful  patients  and  their  friends.  The  essential 
feature  appears  to  be  the  kindliness  and  courtes}^  of  the  St.  John  Ambu- 
lance personnel,  to  whom  a special  mention  of  thanks  is  due. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillor  G.  H. 
Goodwin,  for  his  encouragement  and  keenness  on  all  occasions  and  for 
his  wise  guidance  in  Committee.  To  all  members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee, likewise,  thanks  are  extended  for  their  support,  to  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Deputy  for  their  most  able  assistance  and 
co-operation,  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  efforts  during  the  year, 
and  to  the  Town  Clerk,  for  his  ever-ready  assistance  and  valuable 
advice,  whenever  required,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other  Chief  Officials  and 
their  staffs. 


August,  1950. 


R.  J.  TOLEMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 8,oi5\  acre^ 

Population  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  26,230 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . . . . . . . 6,450 

Number  of  inhabited  flats  . . . . . . . . . . 1,371 

Rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1949  . . . . . . ;£370,6io 

General  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . i6s.  in  £ 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . . . ^^1,496 

(End  of  financial  year,  1949-50) 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Bexhill  is  situated  on  the  South  Coast,  62  miles  from  London,  5 
miles  west  of  Hastings  and  13  miles  east  of  Eastbourne. 

The  southern  half  of  the  town  is  situated  mainly  on  Ashdown  Sand. 
North  of  the  railway  line  (Brighton  section)  Wadhurst  clay  forms  the 
surface  beds,  with  areas  of  Tunbridge  Wells  sand  in  the  more  elevated 
ground.  In  the  Galley  Hill  area,  Fairlight  clays  are  in  evidence,  capped 
in  places  by  Ashdown  sand. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  8,015  acres,  exclusive  of  521  acres  of 
foreshore,  and  rises  on  gentle  slopes  behind  the  sea  front  to  150  ft. 
above  sea  level. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  public  parks  and  recreation 
grounds,  which  have  an  acreage  of  91  acres  approximately. 

The  character  of  the  population  is  residential  for  the  most  part, 
many  retired  professional  and  business  people  making  it  their  permanent 
abode,  and  in  conscajuence  the  average  age  of  a large  number  of  the 
re.sidcnts  is  higher  than  usual. 

It  is  also  a select  seaside  resort,  so  that  there  are  a relatively  large 
number  of  hotels  and  a})artment  houses. 

d here  is  no  ])articular  occuj)ation  or  manufacture  which  is  detri- 
menlal  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Ity  virtue  of  its  situation  and  southerly  as]:iect  it  always  enjoys  a 
maximum  of  sunshine  and  an  exceptionally  even  climate,  the  atmosphere 
being  jjarticiilarly  dry  and  sunny,  with  a minimum  of  fogs,  mist,  snow 
Jiljrl  frf>st. 

Its  proximity  to  the  sea  minimises  the  daily  temj)erature  range  and 
the  annual  t(,*mperature  range  and  its  annual  rainfall  is  below  that  for 
h.ngland  and  Wales  generally. 

'I  he  acreage  is  fairly  large  for  a town  with  a ])opulation  below  30,000 
and  thus  then-  are  no  congested  areas,  while;  there  remain  numerous 
iiitable  sites  for  huilding  ami  deveh)pment. 


9 


Apart  from  the  residential  area  of  Cooden  and  the  main  shopping 
and  boarding  house  areas,  thriving  suburbs  are  found  at  Sidley,  Little 
Common  and  the  Old  Town,  where  exist  strong  individuality  and  each 
has  a thriving  Community  Centre  in  spite  of  the  lack  of  suitable  premises. 
The  number  of  Residential  Schools,  chiefly  Girls’  and  Preparatory 
Schools,  that  are  found,  indicate  its  value  as  a Scholastic  Centre,  while 
the  existence  of  numerous  Convalescent  Homes  for  adults  and  children 
proves  its  value  as  a recuperative  centre  for  those  recovering  from  opera- 
tions and  long  illnesses. 

Adequate  railway  and  other  transport  facilities  exist  with  easy 
access  to  London,  neighbouring  country  and  rural  areas  ; a well-planned 
shopping  centre  and  numerous  voluntary  societies  catering  for  all 
classes  and  tastes,  together  with  social  and  entertainment  amenities 
combine  to  make  Bexhill  an  extremely  attractive  town  for  residential 
and  holiday  purposes. 


METEOROLOGY 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Sargent,  the  Borough  Meteorologist, 
for  the  following  report  for  1949  : 

Meteorological  observations  at  Bexhill  were  carried  on  throughout 
the  year  1949  ; daily  telegraphic  reports  and  monthly  returns  were 
transmitted  to  the  Meteorological  Office,  Air  Ministry,  and  information 
was  supplied  to  the  Press,  to  local  municipal  departments,  and  to 
various  inquirers. 

The  Station  was  visited  by  a representative  of  the  Meteorological 
Office  in  October.  The  various  instruments  were  tested  with  the  official 
standards  and  a certificate  of  approval  was  issued. 

With  a total  duration  of  2,072.1  hours,  1949  was  the  sunniest  year 
on  local  record.  The  rainfall,  26.13  inches,  was  appreciably  below  the 
normal  (28.79  there  was  a notable  deficiency  of  rain  from 

January  to  September.  October’s  rainfall,  however,  was  exceptional  : 
it  was  the  wettest  month  on  local  record,  the  total  precipitation  being 
8.45  inches. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  52.2°.  Maximum  temper- 
atures of  80°  and  81°  were  recorded  in  July  and  September  ; the  coldest 
days,  with  minimum  temperatures  of  27°,  occurred  during  February  and 
i\Iarch. 

The  full  records  of  daily  observations  of  air-pressure,  temperatures, 
humidity,  sunshine,  precipitation,  clouds,  visibility,  and  wind,  witli 
notes  on  the  general  weather  conditions  throughout  the  year,  are  avail- 
able for  reference. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Males 

Females 

Live  }3irtbs  : Legitimate 

142 

149 

Illegitimate 

10 

10 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  popula- 

lion 

— 

— 

Stillbirths  : Legitimate  ... 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

— 

Deaths 

151 

225 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  

— 

— 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ... 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate 

I 

__ 

Illegitimate 

— 

-- 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

— 

— 

Deaths  fr(;m  Scarlet  Fever  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

Total 

291 

20 

11.86 

7 


.27 


14.33 

I 


I 


3.2 

68 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Nil 
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TABLE  1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 

7- 

8. 

9- 

10. 

11. 

12. 
13- 
14. 
15- 
16. 
17- 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 
23- 
24. 

25- 

26 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31- 
32. 

33- 

34- 

35- 
36. 


All  Causes 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

Influenza 
Measles 


Ffale 

Femal 

151 

225 

1 II  1 1 

1 » I 1 M 1 

I 


I 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephaliti 
Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 
Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (INF),  F 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  . . 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea 
Appendicitis  . . 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth 


erus  (" 


3 

I 

19 

17 

50 

10 

3 

4 

I 

4 

I 

3 

9 


23 

38 

88 

8 

3 

8 


4 

5 

I 


Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accident 
Other  Wolent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


Inj 


Infant 


disease 


'o  o 
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TABLE  2 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1949 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns) 


148  Smaller 

126  County 

Towns. 

England 

Boroughs  and 

(Resident 

London 

and 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

Administra- 

Wales 

including 

23,000-30,000 

tive  County 

London 

at  1931 
Census) 

Births  ; 

*Rate‘ 

> per  1,000  Civilian  Popuh 

ation 

Live 

16.7(a) 

18.7  j 

18.0 

18.3 

Still 

Deaths  ; 

0.39(a) 

0.47  ! 

0.40 

0.37 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

II.;  (a) 

12.5 

1 1.6 

12.2 

typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

00. 1 

0.02 

0.01 

O.OI 

Diphtheria  . . . . I 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.32 

0.42 

0.52 

Influenza 

0.15 

0.13 

0.14 

O.II 

Smallpox 

— ■ 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

0.0 1 

0.02 

0.02 

O.OI 

Pneumonia . . 

! 051 

0.36 

0 49 

0.59 

Notifications  (Corrected) : 

Typhoid  h'ever  . . 

i O.OI 

0.00 

0.01 

O.OI 

1 Paratyphoid  Fever . . 

0.0  I 

0.02 

0.01 

O.OI 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

j 0 02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  h'ever 

j 1-63 

1.72 

1.83 

I .46 

Whoo])ing  ('.ough 

1 ^-39 

2.44 

^•39 

1.70 

Dijflitheria  . . 

i 0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

! 0.07 

hirysij^elas 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

Small])ox 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

Measles 

.S.()3 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

Pneumonia  . . 

0.80 

0.91 

0 63 

0.55 

Acutd  Poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0. 1 2 

0.18 

Acute  Poli(jence})halitis 

0.01 

0.0  [ 

0.02 

O.OI 

Food  Poisoning 

1 0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0. 19 

1 )eaths 

All  causes  und(;r  i 

1 - -- 

J^ates  per  1,000  Tdve  Births 

1 . _ . _ . _ ___  . . . 

year  of  age  . . 

Fnteritis  and  Diar- 
rho-a  under  2 years 

32(b) 

37 

3f> 

29 

of  ag«- 

3 

3-« 

2.4 

1-7 

1 

Kates  ])er 

1,000  Total 

Births  (I.ive  and  Still) 

Notifif  ations  fC.orrected): 

Piier])cral  he\-er  . . 'I 
;ind  I'vrexia  . . / 

9-3' 

8.14 

.5  AO 

6.82 

13 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Rates  per  million 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

women  a.ged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0. 1 1 

8 

1 41  Abortion  without  Sepsis  . . 
147  Puerperal  infections 

0.05 

-1 

142-146,  148-150  Other 

maternal  causes 

0.7 1 

(a)  Rates  per  i,ooo  total  population. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  births. 


TABLE  3 

INFANTILE  DEATHS,  1949.  TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  AND  AGES 

AT  DEATH 


Cause 

Age  in 

Wee: 

ks 

Total 

under 

I 

Month 

Age 

in  Months 

Total 

-I 

-2 

-3 

-4 

t + 

La 

3 + 

9-T2 

Gastro-Enteritis  . . 













1 

i 





1 

T.B.  Broncho- 
Pneumonia 

Acute  Pneumonia 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

. — 

Convulsions 

— ■ 

— . 

i — 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congential  Disease 
of  Heart 

Pulmonary  Atelec- 
tasis 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— ■ 

— 

, — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prematurity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

TABLE  4 


INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AND  WARD 

DISTRIBUTION 


Ward 

Gastro 

Enter- 

itis 

1 t.b.  I 

Broncho- 
P’monia  ' 

Acute 

Pneu- 

monia 

Cong’l 
Con-  Disease 
vuls’nsj  of  H’rt 

Pulm’y:  Br’cho 
Atelc-  1 Pneu- 
tasis  monia 

Prema- 

turity 

Total 

St.  Mark’s  . . 

1 







. 





Egerton  Park 

1 

Central 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— ' — • 

— 1 — 

— - 

— 

Old  Town 

— • 

■ — ■ 

— 

— • — 

— ■ — • 

— 

— 

Sackville  . . 

I 

. — 

: — 

— ■ — 

1 --  - 

— 

1 

Total  . . 

I 

— 

■ — 

._  _ 

— 

I 

14 
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(i:! 

PC 
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1 A 

Cl 
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lO 
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M 

n* 

o 

o 

rn 

in 

ro 

d 

<M 

*o 

M 

1 

M 

1 

Cl 

O 

c< 

1 

M 

O 

1 

M 

in 

►-I 

1 

1 

M 

1 

1 

i 

o 

I 

M 

1 

lo 

-i- 

r 

1 

<■'"; 

1 

! 

(M 

- 

1 

- 

1 

[ 

1 

1 

I 

M 

y; 

_o 

'fj 
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o 
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It 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1949  SHOWN  BY  WARDS 
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Liberculosis 

Notifications 


SECTION  B 


i() 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 

The  personnel  of  the  Medical,  Nursing  and  Sanitary  Staff  of  the 
Borough  is  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  continued  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  The  Royal 
East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings,  on  behalf  of  the  Authority,  until 
November,  1949,  when  a permanent  Public  Health  Laboratory  was  set 
up  in  Brighton  under  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  Director.  The  facilities  offered 
by  the  Brighton  Laboratory  were  utilised  from  that  date. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  statement  made  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1948  applies  equally 
to  the  year  1949,  and  it  is  again  a pleasure  to  say  that  the  Ambulance 
Service  at  all  times  has  been  most  efficiently  run  and  maintained  by 
all  concerned. 

TABLE  7 
GALLS 


Local 

District,  30 
Mile  Radius  1 

Casualties 

Long 

Distance 

Total  Calls 

Mileage 

January 

43 

— 1 

7 

2 

3^ 

3bb 

I''el)ruary 

48 

2 

2 

3 

37 

L231 

March 

3b 

4 

3 

3 

66 

1,223 

Ai)ril 

b3 

7 

() 

76 

L7b4 

May  ..  ..| 

3« 

- 

b 

3 

67 

I,  [ 50 

j u nc 

()() 

- 

3 

I 

7^ 

b3^ 

July 

3b 

1 

I I 

8 

39 

1,786 

August  . . 

73 

I 

8 

3 

«7 

1,210 

Seijtcinl)er 

33 

2 

I 2 

8 

77 

^.033 

Octul)cr 

: 37 

1 - 

4 

3 

66 

1,187 

.\f)vcMnbcr  . . 

: ^'3 

- 

3 

7« 

IM13 

1 )eccmbcr  . . 

1 01 

- 

1 () 

3 

1 1 2 

L3L3 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

During  1948  the  following  number  of  cases  were  attended  by  the 
Di->trirt  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  : 


.Maternity  and  Midwifery 

115 

tj(uieral  cas(;s 

34^ 

visits  ))aid  were  : 

.Matnrnitv  and  Midwifery 

2,439 

t/eimral  Nursing 

7,o5() 

t'asual  \h'sits 

643 

1 lealt h Visits 

5,984 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic  for  School  Children, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  ; Daily,  9 a.m 

Dental  Clinic  for  School  Children, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Every  Wednesday  and 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  Thursday  at  2.30  p.m. 


Ante-Natal  Clinic,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  at  2.30  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic  for  Mothers  and  Toddlers, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : Every  month,  by  appointment. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : Mondays,  as  required,  2 p.m. 


Vaccination  Clinic  : 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic, 

Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  : 


Eirst  Wednesday  in 
Month  at  2 p.m. 

Every  Monday,  3 p.m. 

By  appointment 


TABLE  VIII 

Attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Ante-Natal  and 

Dental  Clinics 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Total  Attendances  : 

Toddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  844 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,048 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  hrst  time  during  the 
year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  hrst  attendance,  were  ; 

(i)  Under  i year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  i and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  86 

Percentage  of  notihed  births  represented  by  the 

number  in  (i)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ()3.3 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  who  attended  the 
Centre  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  ^-ear, 
were  : 

(i)  Under  i year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17b 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  i and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  303 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  ...  ...  88 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

Dental  Clinic 

Number  of  attendances  by  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  189 

Number  of  attendances  by  Infants  ...  ...  ...  122 


Health  Visitors 

Tlie  following  statement  shows  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  : 

To  expectant  mothers  : 

First  visits...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  495 

To  infants  under  i year  : 

First  visits...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,055 

To  children  aged  i to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,524 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

'I'he  East  Sus.sex  County  Council  is  the  local  supervising 
Authority  under  Part  VI  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

'I’lie  following  particulars  with  reference  to  the  Homes  in 
Pexliill  have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  ; 

'I'otal  number  of  homes  registered  in  the  Borough  ...  9 

Number  of  ap])lications  for  registration  during  1948  ...  i 

Homes  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  i 

Orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  ... 

Nursing  In^mes  closed  down  during  the  year  by  owners  ... 
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SECTION  G 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

Under  the  Bexhill  Corporation  Act,  1925,  the  control  of  the  water 
supply  is  vested  in  the  Bexhill  Corporation. 

(a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  with  regard  to  quality  and  the  quantity,  but  restrictions 
on  the  use  of  water  for  garden  purposes  had  to  be  imposed  from  April 
1st  until  September  30th. 

(b)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  subsequent 
treatment  at  the  various  pumping  stations  are  carried  out. 

During  1949  a sample  was  submitted  each  month  for  bacteriological 
and/or  chemical  examinations  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  consumers, 
and  in  all  cases  the  standard  was  that  required  of  a public  supphc 

(c)  The  water  of  the  Bexhill  Area  is  not  liable  to  plumbo- sol  vent 
action. 

(d)  There  are  within  the  Borough  6,288  dwellinghouses  and  1,403 
flats  supplied  direct  from  the  public  water  mains,  and  in  addition  there 
are  118  houses  covered  by  standpipe  supplies  and  420  metered  trade 
supplies. 

In  the  statutory  area  outside  the  Borough  there  are  692  dwelling- 
houses  directly  connected  with  the  public  mains,  and  in  addition  there 
are  171  metered  supplies. 

The  average  quantity  of  water  used  daily  during  1949  in  the 
statutory  area  was  1,137,000  gallons,  which  represents  an  increase  of 
4,000  gallons  per  day  as  compared  with  1948. 
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WATER  ANALYSIS 

Copy  of  Report  on  Sample  of  Water  taken  on  18th  January,  1949. 
Low  Level 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance  ...  ...  Faintly  opalescent  with  a slight  deposit  of 

iron  oxide.  No  iron  bacteria  found. 


Colour  (Hazen) 

Faint  yellow  brown  .10 

Reaction  pH  ... 

...  7.1 

Electric  Conductivit}/  at  20°  C. 

...  4C0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

46 

Hardness — Carbonate  (Temporary) 

...  no 

Non  Carbonate  (Permanent) 

5 

Total 

...  115 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ... 

0.6 

Free  Ammonia 

0 

q 

6 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

O.OIO 

Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  Iron 

0.25  (other  metals  absent) 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) 

^ ...  7 

Odour  ...  ... 

Very  faintly  earthy 

Taste  ... 

Normal 

Free  Carbonic  Dioxide 

...  13 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°  C. 

...  270  ■ 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  ... 

...  no 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ... 

...  Absent 

Ox\’gen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°  C. 

0.40 

Residual  Chlorine 

...  Absent 

Bacteriological  Results 


Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  c 


c.  or  ml.  in 


1 day  at  37°  C. 

2 days  at  37°  C. 

3 days  at  20°  C. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Pjact.  Coli  ... 

('1.  Welchii  Reaction 


o 

o 

(S 

Absent  from  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 


Report 

'I'liis  samjde  is  faintly  opalescent  in  appearance,  and  contains  a 
trace  of  irmi,  but  is  free  from  other  metals  and  is  neutral  in  reaction, 
'Hk;  hardiK-ss  of  the  water  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constit- 
uents in  solution  are  very  moderate  and  its  organic  quality  and  bacterial 
purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

'1  hese  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in 
' haraf;ter,  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  apart  from 
the  -light  disaflvantage  of  its  faintly  opalescent  appearance. 
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2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

No  new  sewer  construction  has  been  carried  our  during  the  3'ear 
but  much  preparatory  work  has  been  done  relating  to  proposed  sewerage 
schemes  in  Turkey  Road,  Mayo  Lane,  and  Bedwell  Avenue,  with  the 
ultimate  object  of  reducing  the  number  of  properties  on  cesspool 
drainage. 

Various  blockages  of  the  sewerage  system  have  been  cleared,  and 
general  repairs  and  maintenance  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  with  regard  to  the  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

4.  Public  Cleansing 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  carried  out  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor’s  Department  has  proceeded  satisfactorily.  Despite  the 
increased  number  of  residences  brought  about  by  the  erection  of  Council 
houses  and  conversions  of  properties  into  flats,  a weekly  collection  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  the  varied  difficulties  relating 
to  vehicle  maintenance  have  been  met  and  overcome. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  St.  Mary’s  Lane  by  controlled  tipping 
methods  and  a transfer  to  another  site  is  expected  to  be  made  during 
the  coming  year  if  the  former  site  becomes  exhausted. 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

During  1949,  4,666  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitar\^  Inspectors. 
The  nature  of  the  inspections,  together  with  the  list  of  notices  served 
and  the  results  ot  such  notices,  are  included  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  which  appears  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

6.  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

During  the  year  67  visits  were  paid  to  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces.  Four  notices  were  served,  and  during  the  \^ear  fourteen 
notices  were  complied  with. 

7.  Moveable  Dwellings 

The  department  has  exercised  considerable  activity  in  pursuance 
of  the  control  of  moveable  dwellings.  65  visits  were  paid  to  the  sites  of 
such  dwellings. 

In  addition  to  the  moveable  dwellings,  i.e.  caravans,  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  the  town  has  proved  a popular 
rendezvous  for  Scouting,  Girl  Guides  and  other  organisations,  for  the 
purpose  of  an  annual  camp.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  department  to 
visit  each  of  these  camps  as  they  arise  and  to  offer  advice  and  suggestions 
for  the  improvement  of  conditions  at  these  camps,  and  while  such  addi- 
tional visits  and  inspections  place  an  extra  strain  on  the  resources  of 
the  department,  it  is  felt  that  such  supervision  is  well  worth  while  in 
maintaining  the  amenities  of  the  district. 

Eleven  licences  were  issued  during  the  \^ear. 
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8.  Smoke  Abatement 

Bexhill  is  fortunate  in  that  in  the  whole  of  the  area  there  are  only 
8 premises  at  which  processes  are  carried  out  which  may  be  the  cause  of 
possible  nuisance  from  the  emission  of  smoke  or  grit.  The  premises 
concerned  are  as  follows  : 

Brick  Works  . . . . i Laundries  . . • • 3 

Gas  Works  . . . . 2 Dyers  and  Cleaners  . . ^2 

During  the  course  of  the  year  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to 
take  any  action  with  regard  to  these  premises.  With  regard  to  the 
larger  hotels  in  the  Borough,  here  again,  no  action*  has  been  found 
necessary. 

9.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

During  the  season  supervision  of  the  general  sanitary  conditions, 
and  sampling  of  bath  water,  was  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  Swim- 
ming Bath  in  Egerton  Park.  22  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  Three  samples  were  found  to  be  contaminated  ; subsequent 
samples  were  taken  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

10.  Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  prospective  tenants  to  be  rehoused 
in  Council  Houses  and  requisitioned  property  were  inspected  prior  to 
rehousing.  47  premises  were  visited,  and  it  was  found  necessary  in 
one  instance  to  carry  out  disinfestation. 

Council  House  premises  are  also  inspected  when  inter-change  of 
occupancy  takes  place. 

Seven  complaints  regarding  vermin  were  received  in  respect  of 
private  premises,  and  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  department. 

11.  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  four  hsh  frying  and  one  rag  and  bone  dealer  in  the 
district.  During  the  course  of  the  year  10  visits  were  made  to  these 
premises  and  it  was  found  that  generally  the  hygienic  conditions  were 
satisfactory. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  rear  parts  of  these  premises, 
wliere  most  trouble  is  likely  to  arise,  and  occupiers  have  been  willing 
to  adojT  suggestions  j)ut  forward  by  the  department  for  the  better 
storage  of  commodities  during  the  period  between  preparation  and  use. 

12.  Pig-Keeping,  Poultry-Keeping  and  Rabbit-Keeping 

I'nder  D'  fence  Regulations  r)2b  the  keeping  of  pigs,  poultry  and 
raljbits  is  exempt  from  tlie  provision  of  any  Local  Act  or  Bye-law, 
providing  they  are  kej)t  in  such  a state  as  not  to  give  rise  to  a nuisance. 

In  resjject  of  (h)uncil  Houses  and  requisitioned  properties,  there  is 
f:o-operation  tKjtween  the  Housing  Manager  and  the  Public  Health 
I)e}>artm(;nt  in  tiiat  before  an  occupier  commences  to  keep  pigs,  poultry 
or  rabbits,  tlie  {>remises  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
Mousing  Manager,  and  advice  is  given  as  to  siting,  construction  and 
gennra]  maintenance  so  as  to  eliminate  possible  nuisance  and  rat 
inffstation. 
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Minor  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year,  and  remedy 
has  been  forthcoming  following  interviews.  9 visits  were  paid  in  respect 
of  pig-keeping,  and  39  visits  were  paid  in  respect  of  poultry  and  rabbit- 
keeping. 

13.  Shops  Acts 

Shops  Act,  1934 
Shop  Hours  Act 

Employment  of  Young  Persons  Act 

Considerable  public  attention  has  been  focussed  on  this  aspect  of 
the  work  consequent  upon  the  publication  of  the  first  interim  report  of 
the  Gowers  Committee,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the  near  future  fresh 
legislation  or  amending  legislation,  will  be  issued  to  implement  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  report. 

The  work  in  Bexhill  has  been  steadily  pushed  forward  in  regard  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  in  this  connection  47 
visits  have  been  paid  during  the  year  to  shops  in  relation  to  heating, 
lighting,  ventilation  and  general  sanitation.  22  notices  were  served  in 
this  connection,  of  which  17  had  been  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Except  in  instances  of  a minor  character  the  conditions  appertain- 
ing in  shops  within  the  Borough  were  found  to  be  of  a very  high  standard. 

The  administration  of  the  Shop  Hours  Act  and  the  Employment  of 
Young  Persons  Act  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Department,  under  which 
57  inspections  were  made.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any 
notices  under  these  Acts. 

14.  Disinfestation 

During  the  year  41  rooms  were  treated  for  eradication  of  vermin. 
The  number  of  Council  houses  treated  for  beetle  infestation  during  the 
year  was  3. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
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Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

General  details  with  regard  to  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  are 
submitted  in  the  following  tabular  form  ; — 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses  ...  ...  34 

Permanent  Prefabricated  Houses  ...  Nil 

Temporary  Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  335 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  558 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925,  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(1) ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. . . ...  6 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(i  \ ) Xumb(;r  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
ref(ured  to  umh'r  the  ])reccding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
r,(jnsc-qu(aic(;  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
.\uthf)rity  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  ht 

after  service  ot  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ; — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  14 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Ni 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

OT  Demolirion  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
roomiS  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  ht  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding 

During  the  year  13  complaints  with  regard  to  overcrowding  were 
investigated  by  the  Department.  Seven  cases  were  referred  to  the 
Housing  Department  for  attention,  the  remainder  were  not  overcrowded 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Reconditioning  of  Houses 

33  houses  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 
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Housing  Programme 

The  undermentioned  table,  supplied  by  the  Corporation  Housing 
Department,  sets  out  details  with  regard  to  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  and  the  number  rehoused  at  31st  December,  1949. 

1.  Applications 

(a)  Total  number  of  applications  on  Housing  Register 

as  at  31st  December,  1949  ...  ...  ...  730 

(75  per  cent,  of  the  above  are  from  ex-Service  men.) 

(b)  Applications  from  non-residents  ...  ...  ...  134 

(c)  Applicants  working  in  Bexhill,  but  living  out  of 

the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

2.  Re-housed 

(a)  Total  number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Com- 

mittee since  June,  1945  ...  ...  ...  502 

(b)  Of  the  above,  82  per  cent,  have  been  ex-Servicemen, 

3.  The  Building  Programme  for  1950  is  as  follows  : 

(a)  38  Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses. 

(b)  40  Flats 

4.  Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses 

h'ourteen  houses  on  Ingrams  Farm  Estate  have  been  handed  over 
for  occupation  during  the  year,  and  20  houses  on  Grange  Court  Drive 
Estate  have  been  completed.  In  addition,  considerable  work  has  been 
carried  out  relating  to  the  erection  of  100  houses,  flats  and  maisonettes 
on  the  Xinfield  Road  Estate. 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply 

A total  of  83  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  cow- 
sheds, dairies  and  milk  shops  during  1949. 

Registrations 

The  accompanying  table  gives  the  total  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926-1943, 
at  the  conclusion  of  1949,  and  particulars  of  the  licences  that  were 
granted  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Regulations, 


1936-1948 

Cowkeepers  and  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ii 
Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Premises  as  Cowsheds  or  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  34 

Designated  Milks 

Producer’s  and  Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as 
Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Producer’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Accredited  ...  3 

Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  4 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Pasteuriseel  ...  ...  5 


Subsequently,  on  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938-1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949,  together 
with  the  Regulations  made  thereunder,  viz.  : 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

and  the 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations, 

1949- 

The  following  registrations  were  effected  and  licences  issued  : 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938-1944 — Registrations  : 

Certificate  of  Registration  of  Dairy  . . . . . . • • 7 

Certificate  of  registration  of  Distributor  . . . . . . 8 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regu- 
lations, 1949 — Licences  : 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designa- 
tion “ Pasteurised  ” . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licence  in  respect  of  Pasteurised 
Milk . . 
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^IiLK  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949 — Licences  : 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designa- 
tion “ Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . • • 4 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” . . • • 4^ 

Xon-Graded  and  Accredited  Milk 

There  are  two  producer-retailers  retailing  this  class  of  milk  within 
the  Borough,  with  farm  premises  situated  outside  the  Borough.  13 
samples  were  taken,  of  which  5 samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactor}/. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

There  are  four  suppliers  of  this  grade  of  milk  retailing  within  the 
Borough  of  Bexhill.  Two  supplies  are  pasteurised  outside  the  Borough. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  we  are  able  to  report  that  of  the  samples 
taken  only  4 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  as  compared  with  the 
report  for  1948,  this  marks  considerable  improvement  and  reflects 
credit  upon  the  Department  on  its  efforts  to  uplift  the  standard  in 
respect  of  this  particular  grade  of  milk. 

As  was  reported  last  year  much  time  had  been  spent  by  the  officers 
of  the  Department  in  dealing  with  the  pasteurising  of  milk  within  the 
Borough,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  effort  expended  is  responsible 
for  the  satisfactory  position  today. 

A total  of  76  samples  were  taken.  Of  the  total  number  of  samples 
taken  4 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Pasteurising  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  was  carried  out  within  the 
i-lorough.  The  report  for  1948,  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  one  licence 
had  been  withdrawn  in  respect  of  pasteurising  this  grade  of  milk,  and 
that  the  Ministry  had  upheld  the  Council’s  decision  not  to  grant  a 
licence  in  res{)ect  of  the  dairy  in  question. 

;\  further  aj)})lication  for  a licence  was  made  for  the  year  1949, 
but  was  not  granted,  and  on  aj)])ea]  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  Council’s 
d(;cisirjn  was  again  upheld. 

Nineteen  samjdes  of  4'uberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  were  taken, 
of  which  2 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  both  of  wliich  were  produced 
outside  the  Borough. 

'fhirty  samjdes  of  'Fuberculin  4'ested  (Pasteurised)  Milk  were  taken. 
10  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

'I’welve  samj)les  of  'I'uberculin  'I'ested  Milk  delivered  in  bulk  to  the 
jjasteurising  plants  were  also  taken  during  the  course  of  delivery.  10 
-nmples  were  found  to  be  satisfact()ry  and  2 samples  were  found  to  be 
un^at'.factory. 
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(b)  Food  Poisoning 

There  was  but  one  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during  the  vear, 
occurring  in  a private  house,  and  in  which  three  persons  were  involved, 
one  severely,  and  the  others  moderately  so.  Recovery  was  complete 
in  each  case,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

The  causative  organism  was  identified  as  Staphylococcus  Toxin 
(Coagulase  positive),  and  the  food  responsible  was  prepared  sheep 
tongue,  which  had  been  kept  overnight  in  a warm  kitchen  where  storage 
facilities  were  poor  and  no  refrigerator  was  available. 

The  tongue  was  purchased  mid-day,  prepared  and  cooked  at 
9 a.m.,  and  some  of  it  consumed  the  next  day,  the  remainder  being  left 
in  the  warm  atmosphere  for  a further  24  hours. 

Five  people  were  involved,  but  only  three  displayed  symptoms. 

(c)  Clean  Food  Campaign 

Lectures  were  given  to  various  organisations  and  voluntary  bodies, 
including  women’s  organisations,  during  the  year  and  the  importance 
of  the  highest  standards  of  hygiene  being  applied  to  all  stages  of  food 
handling  and  preparation  were  continually  impressed  on  all  concerned, 
both  at  these  lectures  and  during  the  routine  visits  of  the  Public  Health 
Staff  to  restaurants,  cafes,  etc. 

It  is  felt  that  a constant,  steady  campaign  is  much  more  valuable 
in  achieving  results  than  spasmodic  efforts,  and  one  feels  that  there 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  a steady  improvement,  although  perfection  has 
not  yet  been  reached. 

Ultimately,  it  is  hoped  that  a constant  supply  of  running  hot  water, 
3 plentiful  supply  of  clean  towels,  soap,  and  nail  brushes,  will  be  avail- 
able in  each  establishment  for  the  use  of  staff  and  customers  alike,  and 
that  the  communal  towel  will  disappear  for  good. 

In  addition,  the  importance  of  adequate  cool  food  storage  facilities 
is  being  recognised,  and  that  many  cases  of  food  poisoning  can  be  pre- 
vented by  not  leaving  food  of  any  description  in  a warm  moist  atmo- 
sphere for  any  length  of  time. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  was  but  one  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning  during  the  year  in  Bexhill,  and  that  in  a private  house. 
No  public  eating  establishments  were  involved. 
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TABLE  10 


SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  MEAT 


AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Meat  lbs.  ozs. 

Beef  . . . . . . . . . . 702  12 

Cooked  Pork  . . . . . . . . 58 

Mutton  . . . . . . . . . . 112  10 

Pork  . . . . . . . . . . 56  o 

Bovine  Kidney  . . . . . . . . 29  4 

Lamb  . . . . . . . . . . 10  10 

Bacon  and  Ham . . ..  ..  ..  44  8 


Total 
Weight 
lbs.  ozs 


961  4 


Tinned  Meat 

Corned  Beef 
Minced  Beef  Loaf 
Veal  Loaf.  . 

Liver  Sausage 
Sausages  . . 

Rabbit 

Pork 

Luncheon  Meat 
Meat  in  Gravy  . . 
Luncheon  Sausage 


30  0 

64 

99-2 

I 

26 

4 5i 
4 12 

33  12 

14 
3 3 

99  q 


Sugar  . . . . . . . . . . 1 16  o 

Flour  . . . . . . . . . . 38  5 

Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . 45  ii 

Oats  . . . , . . . . . . 40  12 

Sausage  Rolls  . . . . . . . . 3 8 

Sausages  . . . . . . . . . . 12  o 

Savoury  Sausage*  . . . . . . 75  o 

Sausage  Rusk  . . . . . . . . 189  o 

Cake  Mixture  . . . . . . . . 44  6 

Dates  . . . . . . . . . . 18  8 

Pork  Pies . . . . . . . . . . 2 o 

Meat  Pies  . . . . . . . . 13  2 

Tea  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Ovaltine  Rusks  . . . . . . . . 8 

Pearl  Barley  . . . . . . . . 18  0 

Macaroni  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12  o 

Shredded  \\4ieat  . . . . . . 8 

Butter  . . . . . . . . . . 14  o 

Tomatoes . . . . . . . . . . 4 2 

Dehydrated  Onion  Powder  . . . . 8 


t 


36 


Sago  . . . . . . . . . . 6-| 

Olive  Oil  . . . . . . . . . . io| 

Sauce 


Fresh  Fish 

6S1 

Tinned  Fish 

52 

3l 

Bottled  Fruit 

3 

2i 

Sweets 

7 

12 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Goods 

. . 1,096 

3i 

1,107  2 


3,548 14J 

Disposal 

Animal  Feeding  . . 

2,526  5j 

Returned  to  Hastings  Depot  . . 

95S  4 

Returned  to  Vendor 

39  12 

Destroyed 

24  9 

3.548  I4i 


TABLE  II 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

. 

— 





6 

Xu m her  ins])ected 

— 

— 

6 

All  diseases  exccjiL  'I'  ll  Whele 
ea reuses  conrlemned  . . 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  oi' 
or^oari  was  condemned 

iVrccnlaf'e  of  tlu;  numl)'’r  in 
sjiceted  affircted  with  disease 
othf-r  than  't  B 

1 

'!  ubereulosis  only  . whole  car- 
eases  f onilemned  . . . .J 

j 

1 

( arcase-s  of  which  some  jiart  or; 
or;,^an  was  condemned  ..i 

1 

I'freenta^'e  of  tfie  numfier  in- 
■ja-rted  affi-cted  with  'IMb  .. 

- 

-- 

— 

37 


TABLE  12 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Adulteration 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  admini- 
stration of  this  sub-section,  and  the  following  information  has  been 
received  from  that  Authority  : — 


Number  of 
Samples  taken 

Article  Formal  Informal 

Number 

Formal 

Genuine  Number 
Informal  Formal 

Adulterated 

Informal 

Milk — 

13 



13 





Mustard  . . . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Non-Brewed  Vinegar  — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Pepper  Compound  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup  . . — 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Gelatine  . . . . - — 

I 

. — 

I 

— 

— 

Processed  Peas  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Fruitarian  Cake  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Jam — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Pure  Grape  Juice  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Beef  Sausage  Meat  . . 2 

3 

— 

I 

2 

2 

Aspirin  . . . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Ice-cream  . . . . — 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Saccahrin  Tablets  . . — 

I 

— 

1 

— 



Sandwich  Spread  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Cream,  of  Tartar  . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Doughnuts  . . . . — 

I 

— 

J 

— 



Cough  Mixture  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Coffee  Essence  . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Sild — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Scone  Flour  . . . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Sponge  Flour  . . — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Processed  Cheese  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Pork  Pie  . . . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

i\Ieat  Pie  . . . . — 

I 

— 

I 





White  Pepper  . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Steak  Casserole  . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Sweet  ]\Iilk  Pudding  — 

I 

— 

I 





Sweetened  Plums  . . — 

Tomato-Flavoured 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Soup  . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Golden  Bread  Crumbs  — 

I 

— 

I 

_ 



Coffee  . . . . — 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Malt  ^'inegar . . . . — 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Remarks 

The  two  informal  samples  of  sausage  meat,  being  dehcient  in  meat 
content,  were  followed  up  by  formal  samples.  Of  these,  one  was  slightly 
dehcient  and  the  vendor  was  cautioned.  In  the  other  instance  the 
dehciency  was  more  serious  and  the  matter  was  reported  to  the  local 
Food  Executive  Committee  with  a view  to  prosecution.  The  Com- 
mittee decided  to  caution. 


Samples  of  Food  submitted  for  Analyses 

As  a result  of  complaints  received  by  the  Department  samples  of 
the  following  foods  were  submitted  for  analyses  : 

Remarks 

Reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 

Reported  upon  as  being  unsatisfactory,  n 
(Loss  of  colour  due  to  decomposition  of 
carotene  caused  by  the  combination  of 
rancidity  and  sunlight.) 

Showed  small  area  of  mould  formation 
belonging  to  the  Penicillium  group. 
Cultures  otherwise  sterile. 

No  deleterious  substance  could  be  de- 
tected on  cake  itself,  but  the  icing  on 
the  cake  had  a faint  taste  of  a chlori- 
nated compound. 

The  cause  of  the  trouble  was  subsequently 
traced  to  a liquid  used  for  washing 
down  the  cafe  kitchen  and  storage 
rooms.  The  icing  having  absorbed  the 
chlorine  contained  in  the  liquid. 


Seventy-nine  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  with  the 
following  results  ; Grade  i,  29  ; Grade  2,  22  ; Grade  3,  20  ; Grade  4,  8. 

It  will  be  seen  that  36.7  per  cent,  of  the  samples  satished  Grade  i 
standard  and  that  10  per  cent,  were  placed  in  Grade  4.  These  results 
are  an  improvement  on  last  year,  the  hgures  for  that  period  being  21.9 
per  cent,  and  15.3  per  cent,  respectively.  It  is  generally  accepted  that 
ice-cream  samples  should  be  taken  over  a period  of  time  before  assessing 
the  hygienic  quality  of  a given  product,  and  that  such  samples  should  be 
judged  on  the  number  which  satisfy  the  requirements  of  Grades  i or  2 

It  was  found  that  approximately  64.5  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
taken  came  within  these  two  grades,  as  compared  with  42.8  per  cent, 
during  1948. 

A particular  asj^ect  of  the  work  of  supervising  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice-cream  as  affects  Bexhill,  is  the  willingness  of  the  trade 
to  co-o}jerate  in  an  endeavour  to  provide  a satisfactory  article,  parti- 
cularly is  this  so  on  the  manufacturing  side,  and  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
largfu  manufacturers  to  submit  for  examination  samples  of  the  products 
in  addition  to  the  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
t;df. 

'I  o find  that  such  a spirit  of  co-o])eration  exists  between  manu- 
fjicturers  and  ofhcials  is  most  gratifying. 

Generally,  it  would  aj^pear  that  there  is  a tendency  for  the  smaller 
manufacturer  of  ice-cream  to  go  out  of  business  and  for  ice-cream  to  be 
juoducerl  in  larger,  more  commodious  and  properly-designed  factories, 
frmn  the  hygienic  j)oint  of  view  this  is  all  to  the  good. 


Food 

Milk  Powder 
Butter 


Sausage  Rolls 


Iced  Cake . . 


Ice-Cream 
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Another  step  forward  in  bringing  to  the  public  a safe  product  is 
the  rapid  strides  made  in  the  wrapping  of  ice-cream,  thus  eliminating 
direct  handling  and  the  use  of  utensils  and  servers  which  are  not  always 
constantly  kept  in  a sterile  condition. 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  sale  of  ice-cream  from  cycle  barrows  is 
not  a particular  feature  in  Bexhill.  This  method  of  distribution  can 
at  times  be  a great  source  of  trouble. 

In  addition  to  the  supervision  of  ice-cream  from  the  hygenic  point 
of  view,  the  Department  have  also  paid  attention  to  what  is  known  as 
the  “ quality  standard  ” of  the  product.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that 
there  is  no  legal  standard  as  to  what  the  contents  of  ice-cream  should  be. 
The  Ministry  of  Food  have  suggested  that  the  minimum  standard 
should  be  2-^  per  cent,  of  fat,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  to 
increase  the  standard  for  fat  content  as  and  when  the  commodities 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  become  available. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results  : 

I sample  contained  4.6  per  cent,  of  fat. 

3 samples  ,,  6.0  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 


7-5 

8.0 

9.0 


5 

3 

5 

3 


10. 0 


It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  samples  complied  with  the  Ministry’s 
suggested  minimum  standard  for  fat  content,  and  that  generally  the 
fat  content  of  the  samples  taken  was  well  in  excess  of  that  hgure. 

All  premises  at  which  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  is  carried  out 
complied  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1948. 
Similarly  all  premises  from  which  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream  is  conducted 
are  provided  with  the  necessary  means  of  storage  so  as  to  maintain  the 
product  at  a temperature  below  28“  F.,  thus  complying  with  the 
Regulations. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  1949  was ^216 
(including  Tuberculosis  and  Food  Poisoning),  compared  with  333  in 
1948. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  was  a decrease  in  both  Whooping 
Cough  and  Measles  notifications,  cases  falling  from  170  in  1948  to  31 
in  respect  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  from  138  to  130  in  the  case  of 
Measles. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere  two  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
(Infantile  Paralysis)  occurred,  both  of  which  recovered  completely  sub- 
sequently, and  one  of  Acute  Polio-encephalitis  (Cerebral  form  of 
Infantile  Paralysis)  which  was  fatal  and  diagnosed  Post-Mortem. 


TABLE  13 


Disease 

Notifications 

received 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Deaths  including 
Inward  Transfers 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

: 16 

10* 



Whooping  Cough 

j — 

— 

Measles 

19 

! 7 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

! — 

1 — 

Pneumonia 

8 

I* 

1 12 

Dysentery 

Ac.  Enc. 

— 

— 

Lethargica  ... 

— 

1 — 

— 

Erysipelas 

b 

— 

— 

Puerp(;ral  Pyrexia 

4 



I 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

2 

I 

— 

Polio-Encej)lialitis 

I 

— 

I 

h'of;d  Poisoning... 

3 

— 

— 

'I'otals 

201 

19 

14 

*3  Scarlet  I'evers,  i Pneumonia,  observation  only. 


Vaccination 

'I  welve  se.ssi()ns  of  Vaccination  were  held  during  the  year,  the  follow- 
ing table  giving  particulars  of  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated  either  by  their  own  doctor  or  at  the  Cdinic, 
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TABLE  14 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  VACCINATED  (or  re-vaccinated)  DURING 

YEAR  1949 


Age  at  31st  December,  1949 

Under  i 

I to  4 

5 to  r 4 

15  or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

106 

! 5- 

7 

20 

183 

Number  Re-Vaccinated  . . 

■ ^ 

! 1 

^4 

64  : 

89 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  SPECIALLY  REPORTED  DURING  PERIOD  (age 

groups  as  above) 


(a)  Generalised  \’'accinia  . . 

(b)  Post-vaccinal  Encephalo- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

myelitis  . . 

(c)  Death  from  complications  ofj 
\'accination  other  than  (a)  and 

— 

(b)  

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Twenty-two  sessions  for  Innoculation  were  held  during  tlie  year, 
and  particulars  of  the  number  dealt  with  are  shown  in  the  followino- 
table. 


TABLE  15 


Number  of  children  who  completed  the  full 
course  during  the  year 

Number  of  children  who  received  a Reinforcing 
dose 

Percentage  of  the  child  population  fully  immu- 
nised at  31st  December,  1949 


Under  Over 
5 years  5 3^ears 

206  23 

- 385 

57.8  65.0 


Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  certihed  as  being  due  to  Cancer  was  69,  24 
males  and  45  females,  a slight  increase  over  that  of  1948  of  61. 


Tuberculosis 

During  1949,  formal  notihcations  under  the  Regulations  were 
received  in  respect  of  ii  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3 cases  of 
N'on-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
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In  addition  13  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
from  the  following  sources  : — 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Death  Returns  of  cases  not  previously 

notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — i 

Transfers  from  other  areas  ...  ...  10  2 

Cases  restored  to  Register  ...  ...  — — ^ 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  coming  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department,  by  primary  notification  during  the  year, 
together  with  the  total  number  of  deaths  classified  into  age  groups  : — 


TABLE  16 


1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respirator  V 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Periods 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male  j 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  5 

5—15 

15—25 

I 

I 

I 

1 i 1 

- 1 


I 

— 

— 

25 — -35 

2 

I 

■ — 

I 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

35 — -45 

I 

— 

— 

— 

" 

1 ' 

— 

— 

45—55 

• — 

2 

— ■ 

— 

I 

■ — • 1 

— 

55 — 65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

I 

■ — • 

Over  65 

— i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

7 

I 

1 I 

5 

1 I 

1 

I 1 

— 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1949  was  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

41 

37 

78 

Xon-Pulmonary 

7 

6 

13 

48 

43 

91 

43 


Report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

During  the  year  the  activities  of  the  Department  were  maintained 
with  great  vigour  and  there  was  no  slackening  in  the  endeavours  of  the 
Department  to  deal  with  all  aspects  of  Sanitary  Administration.  Indeed, 
it  was  found  that  the  modern  tendency  for  speed  has  penetrated  to  the 
activities  of  the  spheres  of  work  covered  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

It  is  becoming  more  noticeable  that  the  general  public  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  sanitary  services.  This  is  a 
most  healthy  sign,  and  it  is  now  accepted  throughout  the  country  that 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  ceased  to  be  a snooper  and  that  he  is  more 
to  be  sought  in  the  role  of  an  advisor. 

There  has  been  a complete  overhaul  of  the  legislation  relating  to 
the  production,  supply  and  distribution  of  milk,  and  it  is  most  regret- 
able,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  the  production  side  at  farms  has 
now  passed  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Ministry  of  xA^griculture 
and  Fisheries.  Centralised  control  of  milk  production  is,  I submit,  a 
backward  step,  although  in  Bexhill  we  had  not  a large  number  of  milk- 
producing  farms  as  compared  with  many  other  areas  throughout  the 
county. 

The  duplication  of  officials  in  regard  to  milk  supply  is  to  be  de- 
plored, the  situation  could,  in  my  estimation,  have  been  met  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  Local  Authority  Inspectors  rather  than  the 
setting  up  of  another  body  of  officials  who  are  centralised  away  from  the 
actual  scene  of  activity.  Similarly,  even  in  the  case  of  dairies  situated 
in  the  Borough  and  Urban  Districts,  there  is  some  duplication  of  super- 
vision in  that  the  County  Council’s  Officers  are  visiting  the  same  premises 
as  those  visited  by  the  local  inspectors.  It  may  be  argued  that  with 
co-operation  between  these  two  latter  bodies  the  situation  should  not 
present  any  difficulties. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  during  the  past  year  with  regard 
to  the  clean  handling  of  food,  and  in  some  districts  much  time  and 
energy  has  been  expended  in  organising  clean  food  guilds  in  which  shop- 
keepers are  granted  a certificate  on  attaining  a certain  standard. 

Exhibitions  have  been  organised  in  many  districts  in  an  effort  to 
focus  public  attention  on  the  subject  of  clean  food  handling.  There  is 
much  to  be  said  for  the  merits  of  these  activities  in  regard  to  the  handling 
of  food,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  many  instances  where 
improvement  is  called  for. 

I cannot,  however,  say  that  I am  entirely  in  favour  of  such  exhi- 
bitions as  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  ephemeral  in  character,  and,  unless 
pursued  continuously  after  inception,  they  do  not  have  a lasting  effect. 
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The  question  of  food  handling  should  not  be  merely  a seven-days’ 
wonder  and  then  die  a natural  death,  like  so  many  other  " campaigns,” 
rather,  I am  satisfied  that  good,  sound  routine  application  of  effort  is 
more  likely  to  have  the  desired  effect  of  attaining  a high  standard  in  all 
branches  of  food  handling  and  manufacture. 

Whth  regard  to  the  handling  of  food  in  Bexhill,  I have  no  hesitation 
in  sa\dng  that  the  position  reaches  a high  standard  ; shop-keepers  have 
shown  willingness  to  accept  advice  and  generally  to  work  in  close 
harmony  with  the  Department. 

Last  year  I commented  freely  with  regard  to  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ice-cream,  and  I can  again  report  that  the  position  has  been  well 
maintained. 

In  regard  to  food  inspection  in  shops  and  food-preparing  premises, 
this  work  was  systematically  pursued  and  it  was  noticeable  that  there  was 
a marked  reduction  in  the  amount  of  fish  condemned  during  the  year. 
This  was,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  more  rapid  transport  from  the  docks  to  the 
centres  of  consumption.  A wide  range  of  food  was  dealt  with,  and  these 
are  set  out  in  Table  lo. 

The  amount  of  butchers’  meat  condemned  was  gbi  lb.  4 oz.,  as 
compared  with  1,026  lb.  15  oz.  last  year.  The  quality  of  butchers’  meat 
now  being  distributed  is  much  better  than  for  many  years. 

It  is  not  generally  appreciated  that  in  a town  like  Bexhill  the 
Department  is  called  upon  to  do  quite  an  appreciable  amount  of  work 
under  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  There  are  within  the  Borough  116 
premises  which  come  within,  the  purview  of  this  Act,  and  during  the 
vear  67  visits  were  paid  to  this  class  of  premises.  Since  1946,  efforts 
liave  been  made  to  bring  the  factories  register  up  to  date  and  at  the 
same  time  to  carry  out  routine  inspections  of  premises  enumerated  and 
classihed.  A great  deal  of  the  leeway  has  now  been  made  up  and  it  is 
ex])ected  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  12  months  this  work  will  be 
almost  finalised. 

'fhe  inspection  of  shops  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  the  Shop 
Ibjiirs  Act,  is  being  pushed  forward  somewhat  slowly  in  view  of  the 
multifarious  nature  of  the  duties  undertaken  by  the  inspectorial  staff, 
but  })rogress  is,  however,  being  continued. 

'fhe  insj)ection  of  dwelling-houses  has  brought  to  light  the  reluctance 
and  stiffening  of  owners  against  carrying  out  any  repairs  other  than  those 
which  are  absolutely  essential. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  this 
resj)ec,t,  but  it  is  a])parent  that  owners  are  hard  put  to  maintain  their 
proj>erty  without  some  cutting  down  of  expenditure  in  other  directions, 
ft  is  oln'ious  that  this  ]>osition  is  due  to  the  economic  situation  which 
now  exists  in  relation  to  the  ejnestion  of  rents  received  and  the  high 
rr,st  of  rejxiirs.  'fhe  owner  in  many  cases  is  left  with  very  little  margin 
tf;  exj>end  on  j>r(q>erty,  and  hardshi])  is  created  in  some  cases. 

W'liilst  legislation  remains  as  it  is  the  Local  Authority  and  its  officers 
are  left  with  no  alternative  other  than  to  carry  out  the  recpiirements  of 
the  Stjitut(.‘s. 
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The  accompanying  tables  set  out  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  course  of  the  year. 


TABLE  17 


Houses  inspected,  P.H. A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  325 

Visits  re  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  545 

Houses  inspected,  H. A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  re  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  Samples  procured  ; 

(a)  Well  Supply  3 

(b)  Main  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  68 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  9 

Poultry  keeping  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  39 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories,  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Factories,  no  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Workplaces,  general  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  3 

Ofhces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  3 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Shops  Acts,  1934  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Shop  Hours  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Theatres,  cinemas,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  22 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Drainage,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  667 

Drainage  testing  by  : 

(a)  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

(b)  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

(c)  Colour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

(d)  Breaking  Down  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Ash  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


4b 


Cesspools 

Fishmongers,  poulterers 
Greengrocers,  fruiterers 
Cowsheds  ... 

Dairies  and  milkshops 
Ice  cream  premises 
Ice  cream  samples 
Milk  samples 
Food  preparing  premises 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Cafes 

Other  food  visits  . . . 
Grocers 

I.D.  and  disinfection 
Disinfestation,  general 
Disinfestation,  bugs  etc. 


190 

32 

24 

4 

79 

172 
^ 96 

173 

7 

8 
78 

160 

62 

215 

94 

102 


4,6b6 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


COMPLAINTS 


448 

1,240 

1,239 

633 

735 


TABLE  18 


Condition  of  premi.ses  ...  ...  ...  27 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dampnc.ss  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  and  sanitary  httings  ...  ...  99 

Ful)lic  Urinals  ...  ...  ...  i 

Verminous  ])remises  ...  ...  ...  8 

Kee])ing  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  19 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc  ...  ...  22 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

.Milk  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  7 

.Absence  of  sanitary  dustbins  ...  ...  92 

l*'ood  ])r(!mises  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

kood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Mosquito  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  i 


735 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NOTICES 
TABLE  19 


Statutory  Notices  served  during  1949  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^4 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  3 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1949  ...  ...  ii 

Informal  Notices  served  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  388 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  297 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1949  ...  ...  91 


HOUSE  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

Attention  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  work  of  an  urgent  nature.  In 
this  connection  555  visits  were  paid  and  a total  of  33  houses  were 
rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  or  to  carry 
out  work  in  default  by  the  owner. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sanitary  improvements  effected 
during  the  year. 

In  regard  to  smoke  abatement  the  department  are  not  called  upon 
to  give  a great  deal  of  time  to  this  particular  aspect  of  environmental 
conditions  due  to  the  absence  of  industrial  premises  except  those  of  a 
light  character.  There  are  only  8 premises  from  which  the  emission  of 
smoke  or  grit  could  arise  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a nuisance  to  the 
inhabitants  at  large. 


TABLE  20 


Drains  entirely  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Drains  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 16 

New  branch  drains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Inspection  chambers  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Additional  inspection  chambers  provided  . . . . . . . . n 

Soil  or  ventilation  pipes  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Choked  drains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

New  frames  and  covers  fitted  to  existing  inspection  chambers  . . 3 

Defective  waste  pipes  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • i/ 

Defective  or  overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Defective  W.C.  pans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Defective  W.C.  flushing  cisterns  . . . . . . . . . . q 

New  baths  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . , . . i 

Insanitary  and  defective  sinks . . ..  ..  ..  ..  n 

Absence  of  proper  sink  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Defective  yard  paving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Defective  roofs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
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Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks 
Defective  eaves  gutters 
Defective  downspouts  . . 

Defective  pointing 

Defective  window  sash  frames  and  cords 
Defective  floors  . . 

Defective  plaster  of  walls 
Defective  internal  walls 
Defective  external  walls 
\^^alls  requiring  cleansing 
Defective  ceilings 
Defective  fireplaces  and  grates 
Defective  wash  coppers . . 

Defective  doors  and  cupboards 
Defective  water  pipes  and  fittings 
Defective  chimney  flues 
Insufficient  ventilation  of  rooms 
Absence  of  ventilated  foodstore 
Insufficient  water  supply  to  water  closet 
Insufficient  water  supply 
Galvanised  dustbins  provided  . . 
Accumulation  of  refuse,  manure,  etc. 
Keeping  of  animals 
Filthy  condition  of  premises  . . 

Vermin 

Ditches  requiring  cleansing 
Defective  ceiling  plaster 
Defective  slabs  over  catch  pits 
Dirty  walls  and  ceilings 
Absence  of  waste  pipe  to  sink 
Miscellaneous 


2 

. . 14 

1 

2 

• • 25 

16 

• • M5 

II 

I 

I 

. . 14 

. . 14 

1 

7 

2 
2 
2 

I 

I 

I 

. . 62 

. . 8 

• • 4 

1 

2 

I 

16 

I 

• • 9 

I 

7 


456 


ARTICLES  DISINFECTED  OR  DESTROYED,  1949 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  70  visits  were  paid  to  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces,  4 notices  were  served.  14  notices  had  been  complied 
with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  items  contained  in  the  notices 
complied  with. 

Absence  of  intervening  ventilated  spaces  . . i 
Defective  wall  plaster  . . . . . . . . i 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  . . . . . . . . 2 

Defective  connections  between  Hush  pipe  and 
pedestal  to  w.c.  . . . . . . . . i 

Absence  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences  . . . . . . . . . . 2 


DISINFECTION  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  215. 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Dwellinghouses  and  Business  Premises 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  . . . . 269 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection,  baiting  and  extermination 
during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,822 


Sewers 

.Annual  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out.  83  manholes 
were  baited,  being  a{)proximately  10  ])er  cent,  of  those  in  the  area, 
i.e.,  838. 

It  was  fouiKl  that  a small  section  of  the  system  had  become  infested 
with  rats  and  subsequent  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out.  The 
portion  which  was  found  to  be  infested  was  coincident  with  a surface 
infestation  occurring  in  the  vicinity. 

'fhe  maintenance  treatment  was  successful  in  that  complete 
erarlication  was  effected. 


CONCLUSION 


Earlier  in  this  report  I made  comment  on  the  speed  and  tempo  of 
the  work  now  undertaken  by  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  officers  of  the 
Department  still  feel  that  there  is  much  to  be  done  before  they  can  be 
satisfied  with  the  position  as  a whole. 

I have  previously  made  comment  on  the  insufficiency  of  the  in- 
spectorial staff,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  more  difficult  to  maintain 
the  standard  of  efficiency  so  far  attained.  There  has  been  an  excellent 
spirit  of  co-operation  in  the  department,  and  I am  greatl}/  indebted  to 
my  colleague,  Mr.  C.  E.  Lockley,  for  the  conscientious  way  in  which  he 
has  applied  himself  at  all  times. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  Dr.  Toleman  for 
his  support,  and  to  all  my  colleagues  in  the  Department  for  their  help 
and  assistance,  for  without  good  co-operation  in  the  Department, 
progress  cannot  be  made. 

To  my  fellow  officials  in  all  departments  : I should  like  to  thank 
them  for  their  ready  co-operation  at  all  times  and,  in  particular,  I 
would  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  E.  Smith,  the  Borough  Building 
Inspector;  his  co-operation  during  the  past  year  has  been  a noticeable 
feature,  and  the  Council  have  benefited  much  by  this. 

I desire  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  Councillor 
G.  H.  Goodwin,  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  co- 
operation and  support. 

W.  H.  BALL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


